-

-

A BIE WORK

During November, 629,568 Sol-
diers Visit Y Huts.

—_—

They Wrote a Total of 516,631
Letters.

(Fram Trench and Camp.)

A report which shows the big volume
of work done during the month In the
ninetesn huts of the Arrly ¥, M., C. A.
Ly the sevenly-four sécretaries, has
just been complled under the dirce-
tion of James E, Atkinson, camp gen-
eral secretnry. The attendance at the
butlding= during the mont accord-
ing to the report, was 629,668,

Write Many Letiers,

A total uf 516,681 letters wera writ-
ten in the wvarious huts and money
orders in the amount of 54,830.45 were
purchased by the soldiers,

In the educational department sixty-
one lectures were given to a totil at-
tendance of 535, A total of 620
educational class were held with an
attendanee of 10,734, The number of
books clrculated during the month was
9,168

T

Athleties Popular.

A report of the physical activities
show that 45,528 soldlers participated
in the various athletic games, which
weore witnessed by 53,815 spectators.

In the religlous department 22
meelings wera held with an atten-
dance of 22,324, The number of BHible
clnsses wis 134 with an attendange of
A total of 8,403 soriptures were
distributad and 1.420 personal Chris-
tian interviews were held, which re-
sulted In 223 Christinn decislons. The
number of war roll slgnatures was
396,

110 Pleture Shows,

In the social department 107 enter-
talnments were held with an atten-
dance of 38,221, The total sttendance
nt the 110 motion picture shows was

o450,

It s n sign of ill-breeding to bring
into n conversalion personal allu-
glons. To carieature the small pecull-

prities of anvone, o make Anyone
consplcuous, is unpardonable.

(Mlss Reilly will answer In this
column all questions on matters of
ctigquette nddressed to her in care of
this pupe If a personnl reply is de-

sired, enclose a I-cent stamp.)

Mre. I.. H: Always speak of your
husband as Mr. (with surnnme), ex-
cept to very intimate friends.

Margot: A good limtener i mors to
be dAesired than.® fine conversations
nllst. n order to bé n good listener,
you must appear to be interested, an-
swear approprintely, briefly and to the
point and give your compéanlion the
impression that you are in sympathy
with and highly entertuined by what
he is saying.
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Where s Ethel's Fo
Diraw from ont to two and so on
to the end. +
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The Mysterious Wairs of

WANG FOO

(Copyright, 1918, by The McClure Newspaper Syndicate.)

By Sidney C. Partridge

L L

=

T was just tha close of the tiffin hour
l in the colony of Hong Kong and Sir

Willlam Rollinsg, head of the great
English firm of Rollins & Co., Chemists
and Druggists, was sloping his coffee
in the little dining-room of the Church
Hospital for Chinese, He wns the guest
for the hour of his old friend Dr. Brad-

Ianw, the surgeon, whe had come out
with him to the East just twenty yYears
’go. .
“Well, Doctor,” he sald, “how about
the oplum question? Are you still
struggling with {1t as You were five
years ago when 1 left the Colony and
went home?”

“It 1s just about as bad as ever, sir,”
replied tha surgeon. “In spite of all
the government restrictions and regu-
Intions, they seem to smugkle ths vile
staff in and we get it in ths Hoapital
all the time. The pollce and detectives
do all they can to ferret the rascals out,
Bbut what can you do when your own
eountrymen ara the chler offenders?
It's the foreign drugzists that are really
to binme, Sir Rollins, and"—he lookad
toward his guest moat slgnificantly—
“sou'll pardon my saying it, but Rollins
& Co. are not above suspiclon®

“What! Do you mean to tell me that
aftar all my efforts of years to banish
opium from this community, my own
firm are supposed to bg actually selling
it to the natives? Impossible! |

“Not impossibla at all; the {fllegal

traffic Is going on right under your very
eyes, but you are not sharp enough teo
c=tch them. Why, only a few dGaye agc
I found a patisnt here tnking soma of
vour new cough-lozenges for his throat,
end whan I examined the packnge care-
fully, it was filled with the cholcest and
most expensive Patna oplum. What
do you say to that, #h?"

“What do I say? I vow by nll that 1
hold sacred that [ will probe that thing
to the very bottom, and the man that
did 1t—be he Chinaman or Englishman
—sahall not only be Instantly discharg-
ed, but I will hand him over to the
police without any mercy.”

*1 mincerely hopes you will, Sir, and

not only help us in the crusade, but also
redeem the good name of your firm;
for my Chinese nurses tell me that
thers !s alwaye some way of getting It
&t your establishment, If they only
know the zgecret, or have a ‘pull’ as the
Amerlcan doctors say.”
! Thera was a grand shake-up In the
leading drug-store of Hong Kong the
following day and the pollce made one
of the cleverest hauls of oplum tha
the papers had ever recorded. FPadir
Madero, the trusted Portuguese clerk
{in charge of thes mnative department)
somehow of other got wind of it and
dipappenred for parts ynknown just he-
fore the officera reached his residence.
Hundreda of dollars worth of the “gold-
en earth.” as thes Chinese euphonlously
call the drug, were discovered under
various dlsgulsen, Boxes of cough-
lozenges, quinine, headachs powders.
tonle pills and a dozen other popular
articles sold to Chinese customers.
wers found to havs been farefully ~ut
open, filled with oplum and then re-
sealed to avold detection. Tha entire
forelgnyand native staff wera summon-
ed before the firm and given a lecture,
acompanled with threats of dismissal,
which ought to have heen effective In
{oraver after preventing a dram of the
polson from baing sold over their coun-
ters. BSir Rollins recalved a flattaring
compliment for this in the papers and
was personally congratuiated ,as a pub-
lle benefactor, by Hls Excellency the
Governor.,

In less than thres weeks from the
above DOoCcurrence, an anonymous letter,
postmarked Canton, was lald upon Sir
Rollins's plate at breakfast. He tore It
hastlly open and read ns follows: "“You
have evidently, Sir, madse most con-
scientious efforts to rid this community
of the oplum curse by trying to prevent
the sale of it through your clerks, but
the Missionnries of this district have
positive evidence through thelr native
converts that yoy have been thoroughly
hood-wnked and that the importation
®nd =ale of the drug is stlll golng on,
though In a way that you cannot de-
tect. Consult ‘the man of mystery’ and
@rhaps he will throw a little light
upon ths subject.™

Bir William Rolllns was furious. He
ross and paced the floor, He crumpled
the Ietter up and threw it Into the
waste-basket and then, after a few mo-
menta thought, picked it out agaln,
smoothed it and placed it carefully In
his wallet.

“Boy.,” he cried, “catches my chair
chop-chop, my wantchee go clty-hall
side.

Arrived at the city ofMices, he sought
e private interview with the Chief In-
spector and, laying the letter on his
desk, sat down and said: ‘““Well, what
do you police chaps say to that™

The Inspector read it ovar slowly and
carefully and, after a few moments’
homming and hawing, replied: *L
rather imagine that the *‘Wily One' is
tha only man In the Colony that can
really get at the bottom of It

“And who Is this "Wiljy One.' as you
eall him*"

“Wang Fon, the Mysaterious.
¥ou heard of him?"

"Do you mean the native detective
that recovered the Governor's jewels?"

“The same, but he wouldn't care to
be known as a native detective. He Is
& gentleman of mefng who takes a spe-
clal pleasure in ferreting out eriminale,
in the Interesth of what he calls the
Confucian standard of justice. He
won't accept any pay—just does It
for the sake of the cause, don't you
know—and T must say that he Is the
cleverest one of his kind I ever came
across.”

“If you know where he lives, send for
him and ask him to do mas tha honor
of dining with me at the hong this
very night.”

The Inspector touched a bell and
g#ave orders to his Deputy to seek out
Wang Foo and !nvite him to dinner at
Rolling & Co’'s at elght, Promptly at
the appointed hour the chalr-coollies

Haven't

put down their burden at the door-step

| ) | Vi

' The Ivory Chess-Board

and a tall Chiness gentleman was ush-
*red into the drawing room. It didn’t
‘ake five minutes for evlry native ser-
vant and employee in the establishment
to know wha the distinguished visifor
was, The coolies told the gnie-keepers;
they in turn told the cook and the head
boy, and so it passed with lightaing
rapldity through the house: even the
femala servants and the amahs peered
over the stair-eass to get a glimpes of
thelr fellow-countryman who—to thetr
minds gt least—was conferring an
honor upon the forelgn firm by conde-
scending fo accept Its hospitality.
“Afr. Wang,” said Sir Willlam, greet-
ing him most cordially at the door of
the drawing-room, “I am certalnly de-
lighted to mee you and to welcome you
to the humble home of Rolline & Co.
“It ia an honor, Sir, which I appre-
clate most keenly. The names of ‘Lo-
Ling' or ‘Green Forest'—which you
know ia the humbls attempt of my
countrymen to pronounce your Scotch
family nams in the symbols of their
Oriental tongue—Iis a household word
up and down this entire street. No for-
elgn hong stands higher in the native
estimation, Ths Iargs golden tablets
of appreciation which your grateful
customers have hung on ¥your walls
show this in far more flowery words
than mine, though, pérhaps"—and hsre
he howed and smiled—"you do not al-
ways read them.”
“No, I regret to may, Mr, Wang, that
though a4 resldent of many years in the
Bte=A T h=7> nepar taken ths tims to
learn to read the lansuasc. But my
compradore has tranalated some or
them for me and they certainly are
flattering, especially ths one whera It
says: ‘He prepares the golden plil of
immortaliy.” "™
"Yes, that {s about ag high a compll-
ment as ong could pay to a manufac-
turer and dealer in medicines. It
would especlally appeal to the Taolsts,
to thosa~ who seek the fountiain of
youth, as you call it, and who claim to
have the secre: of the ellxir of life, It
must bhe a remarkable rejuvenating
tonle, Sir, that called forth such a testi-
monial. I should like to ses this tablet
myself and"—he added, looking care-
fully around the room to be sure that
he was not overheard—"I must buy &
bottia of ths medicine.™
“For yourself, Sir? Allow me to send
¥ou a box of half a dozen with my
compliments.”
“Not #o much for my own personal
nse as for my personal satisfaction. I
have long had an especial Interest In
tonics and life-glvers of every kind ang
I Jove tn"—hers he looked directly at
his host—"I love to analyze them, Sir."”
The dinner was scon announced and
the house-boys took an especial pride
in the native guest’s perfect familinrity

and refined dignity with which he
handied the “iron chop-sticks of the
ofits!ide kingdoms,” as they felleltously
termed the knife and fork, Over and
over again the host tried to Introduce
the subject of the evenling, but every
time that he did so, Wang Foo dexter-
ously turned It aside and with upraised
finger mignificantly sald: "By and by,
Sir, by and by.* When the cigars had
been lighted and the opportune moment
seemead to have at last arrived, the host
dismissed the attendants with: “Boys,
¥ou all ean go kitchen-slde now, my
wantchee talkea Mr. Wang.” As the
last blue gown and cua disappenred be.
hind the pantry screen, tha detective
smiled and, rising from the table, re-
marked: *“Sir William, in England you
ny, "The very wails have ears,’ but in
*hina, not only the walls, but the floor
and celllng and ths very furniture
geem to vie with each other In the fas-
cinating occupation of eaves-dropping.
Let us seek Bome quist spot—it g a
pleasant evening: what do you say to
astroll in the publle gardens or to a ride
on the Inclined raflway to the Peak?”

“Whichever one you think most ge-
cluded.”

“Well, let 1t be the Peak. then™

The wordas were scarcely uttered
when down with a crash came the Jap-
anesg screen by the pantry door and
out into the room sprawled the number
two house-boy with the fragments of a
glash bowl in either hand, Could he
have overhsard?

“Didn't I tell You hoya to keep omt of
hereT™ exclaimed their master, angrily.
“My velly solly, Masted, but my for-
gottes finger-bowl. Please you ‘sclusee
me." .

"Never mind the finger-bowls—Jjust
pick yourself and that glass-ware up
and get out, chop-chop, do you henr?
And you tell number one boy that'il
come out of hla wages, Yes"—turnin-
to Wang Foo—"it's Just as you 2ay, M
Wang, you never ca2n really get rig o
them; they're all around you day an.
night. There's abmolutely no privacy
for a white man in this country at all.”

A few minutes later found them secat-
ed in one of the little tram-cara and
beiM drawn up on the cable-tToad sev-
eral thousand feet into the alr, They
alighted at the Peak station and walked
out on the terraca of the great frown-
ing rock that, Gibraltar-like, overlooxs
the Isinng and the Estuary of Fragrant
Waters—England's Eastern stronghold
of Hong Kong. What a view spread
out befors them! What a fascinating
panorama of twinkling lights! Far
awnay 1o the emst, the broad red beams
of Ly-FEe-Moon Light-houss; directly
opposite, Kow-Loon and lits fores: of
shipping: to the west White Guil Tsland
and ths Pass to Canton, and directly
below them the great city and colony
of Victoria with its teeminz popuilation
of Orlent, ard, out In the middle of the
harbor, the French flag-ship radiant
with its hund-eds of colored lanterns
in honor of ths “Day of the Bastile™

Ther selected a quiet seat near the
parapet and Wang Foo began: ‘Bir
Willlam, I know full we!l why yon have
sent for ma and, ers we proceed to
busines and details, I want to tell yon
how much T and my Chinesa fellow.
eitizens of the better class appreciate
rour earnest &fforts to rld my eountry
of this cursed drug that is sapping its

with the European menu and the eanaL

vitality. In the Book of ths Gres’
Learning the Master saya: ‘They who
governed the peopla well learned firm

to econtrol themselves® How true this
is! Without self-control, how can we
bope for genuine progress in any race?
You and I are working together for the
moral uplift of my people—we mgst
look upon oplum as our deadly foe™

~ "It is ,alas, England's nationnl dis-
grace that she forced it an you. Every
Christian man In the Emplre realizes
that now and feels the humiliation of
i e

“That is past history now, Sir. and
miuch as we regret it, we have to face
the problem of the pressnt. China is
growing much of her own oplum now
and will grow much more If the Indian
markest is cut off. I take more than a
usual interest in tracing out this case,
becaunsa of the high morml !ssue that
Is Involved.”

So they talked and talked, far into
ths night. The merchant told all he
knew and Wang, gently but pointedly
plied him with questions, the answers to
many of which went Into the little
leather note-book. The outcome of it
all was simply this: a steady stream of
the forbldden drug was flowing Into the
Chiness quarter and Rollins & Co. were
suppoged to be the means of it. Yet the
most eareful scrutiny on the part of the
firm and the closest watching on the
part of the police and authorities falled
to discover any clue to the gullty par-
ties. They ross and sinrted back, for

unrolled tha ywysllow paper from his
ileeve. It contained just four lines of
wetry—no heading, no name, It ran
as follows:

“"Hes who thinks and thinks gright,
Will read these lines hetween,

Poppies bloom In the open light,
Ivory in ths forest green.

Who had thrown the stone with this
my¥sterfous warning and what was Ita
inner meaning? He thought and
thought, and came to this conclusion:
someone at the hong had overheard the
| word “Peak” and had “ollowed Sir Wil-
linm and himsalf to the summit by the
little pathway that climbs up by the
sldg of the tram. He had tied the mes.
sage to the stone and thrown it over
the parapet. The words of the poem
were intended to be a frlendly clue to
the object of his Search, withgut di-
vulging the slightest hint as to thelr
author, Someone was trylng—thls was
clear—to help him, but who and why?
Ha fell asleep with the gquestion only
partly answered.

The following afternoon a venerable
flgure, clad In the old and faded blue
zown ©f a scholar and leaning on n
bhamboo staff, was wending his way
along the river sireet. He come to the
old Canton wharf and, attempting to
hobble across the thoroughfare, was
nearly knocked down by an English
| pony-trap that rushed by In the most
reckless way, whils the occupant shout-

the Iast tram-car for the night was

" —-.a

nscending the incline, Suddenly, with-
out a sound of warning, a smooth,
round stone fc¢ll directly out of the sky
and struck Sir William on the shoulder.
Hpe started with a cry—more of sus-
prise than actual pain.

“Some miscreant ls attacking us
Who and what can it be at this hour
of the mnight?" he sald.

Wang stopped and his keen eyes
ecarched the entirs teérrace. “There is
no ong here, Sir. It probakly {s some
playful lad who has toesed it up from
below the parapet. 1 hope you are not
hurt——' 5

*No, not at all, Just frightefied for a
moment. that is all”

The detective stooped to plck the mis-
silp up and, as he did so, noticed to his
surprise that it had wrapped around It
a bit of yellow paper. It had writing
on it! Before his host could see what
ha was doing, he slipped the paper into
the sleeve of his silken jacket and toss-
ed ths stone unconcernedly away.

Enfely down on Quesn's Road once
more, they bade ench other good-night
and a friendly jin-rik-sha rattled away
to the Alley of Fragrant Waters, where
Wang alighted at the "Gateway of the
Triple Five" aond climbad the steep
little stalrway to his upper chamber.
The Venerable Grand One had already
retired, but old Chang poured the
amnklnF tea and lighted the pipe of
welcomie,

“The Aaster Is returning wvery late
tonight."

“Yea, hut It has all been for the in-
terests of “Wu-Jen,” the Five Virtues."
Chang.”

‘Ah, then, the Master’s timg has been
weil spent.”

Wang clesed and barred the upper
doors, and lighting his lttle lamp, =at
quietly down at his table and carefully

ed: “Get out of the way there, you

say."Jte cory
walls have ears, bot
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miserabla old ecoolie” He reached the
sidewalk and a Chingse police officer,
with that respect for old ags which
puts the Westerne: to shame, at once
came ¢o hiz ossistance.

“Venernble Father” hs sald, “it i=
dangerous for you 1o be crossing the
foreign street alone; let me offer to
assist you** -

“A thousand thanks, my son: I am
all right now, oniy a little shaken with
the excitement. Is there some friendly
place *near here where 1 can =it and
rest & moment 7

“Most certainily; see, right across the
way Is tha forelgn medicine shop of the
Green Forest. 1 will take you over to
thelr Chinese tea-room. where you will
be most welcome' ",

Buiting the action to the word, the
policeman escorted the old teacher to
the native room of Rolllns & Co., whare
he was Instantly made at home and a
bowl of tea and a pips were placed at
his disposal

As he rested and refreshed himself,
he glanced around the room =nd h's
eves surveyed the scoclly and tablets
| hanging on the walls. Thay described

the medicines for sale within, Onse in
particular seefhed to interest him more

in man: and poetic waya, the virtuss " 4

scribed the words: ~He prepares the
golden pill of immortality.”

“That wondrous medicine,” he naked
of the native clerk, “the pill of Imwmor-
tality, do you sell it here? And what
vmul.t! it do for ong as old and as
feeble as myself™

“It is the greatest tonlc of the age.
Venerabls Elder-born™ he answersd;
*“It will restore your spirits and make
you feel quite younsg agnin'

“The price—for the smallest box?™

“Two silver colns of the smallest
size.” But, seeing the books the old
teacher carried with him, he at once
added: “For the students of the great
Master's words, one coln wlll be quite
enough"™

Tha old man slowly unwound his
girdle and, producing the money, took
the box of pilis and, rising from his seat,
bads them all “good-day.”

“May you heap up the mountalns of
riches” he sald as he passed out.

“May a littie of your light ever beam
upon us! May the lucky stars gulde
you on your way!" they all replicd,

Two days after the above occurrence
Wang Foo had his second interview
with the head of Rollina & Co., and
among ©other questions he asked was
this:

“Silr Willlam, has your firm any
branch establishment whatever in the
Colony 2"

“None whatevar.'” =

“No other drug or mediclne shop,
then, has the permiszion or the right to
use the sign of ‘Lo Ling* or ‘Green For-
est' ™

“No, Sir, a thousand times no—that
sign is registered af Government House
and you know how the Chingsp regard
the stealing of & business sign.™

“Yes, it s & most serous offence and
'n the native courts severely punished
They =ometimen take away a man's
husiness for all the rest of his life. Yoo
are qQuite positive you have po ‘other

storg' ™™

"r}hmlutely positive, Sir"

“Tha pollce know of none. then?

"How should they? They have the
strictest orders to arrest anyone, for-
eign or native, using the s=ign of Lo
Ling"*”

“Sir Willlam_ T am golng to say some-
thing that will surprise you—but I say
it on the pledae of Your sirictest secrecy
until this case is ali complete—I was
in your ‘other sicra’ last alght!™

Was Wang Foec talling ths truth?
Waa ks reaily In the branch store of
Rolling & Co. tha nuight before? Waa
there sucl a placa? That Wang Foo,
the ‘amous erposer of erime had really
madle such a vigig o mortal knew ex-
sept himseif—put that tha.old schela:
=hd trudzed sicwly hemeward from the
mg hed taken a roundabout wag
dircugh “Ivery Alley:™ that he ha.
arefully scrutinized the sign of ever

than ali the others. It hung right over
the central archway and on it were in-*

vory-cerver in that narrow passage:
ihat ks had finally found ome where,

‘| boliow Compladore.

under the bright golden characters it
sasl, #n a fainter color Invisible to the
carsless . passer-by, “Branch of the
Qreen Forest for the mpecial distribu-
tion of the Golden Pills:" that he had
entered the shop and departed with a
tiny packet of pilla In hls sleeve—
and that on his return to his home that
svening -he had earefully compared the
contents with that of his afternoon pur-
chase, and smlled a smils of intense
satisfaction at the result—all this was
most certalnly true! And mo. as he
took out of his secret drawer the yel-
low paper with its poetle message, he
sald to himself: *I think I will just
change this into prose’™ And this s
how it Tead: “Poppies bloom In the
open light"” became, “Oplum s being
openly sold in the Colony:" and “Ivory
in the Forest Green" becams "Rollins
& Co. are dealers in ivory.” What pos-
Sible connection could thers be be-
tween these two articles? What had
the tusic of the elephant to do with the
Julee of the poppy? This, YOu see. was
Just the missing link that nesded to be
found, and the sound ef the mysterious
mymbols of the language supplied it, for
the words for “elephant” and “tusk”
when promounced with a slightly differ-
ent acent hecame the words for “fra-
Erant™ and for ‘oplum’ ‘and the chaln
of evidence was complets! .

The good ship “Mandalay” of the
British India Steam Navigation Com-
pany was plowing her way patlently
homeward against the northeast mon-
soon and was due In Hong Kong very
early the following morning. After the
captain's dinner in thes evening the
nassengers enjoyed & farewell concert
in the wmaloon, gave their customary
contribution to the Sailors’ Orphanna’
Fund, and then went below to their
cablng to finish their packing—all ex-
cept the lttle group .of “genlal souls”
whn a8J5utied to the smoking-room for
a final robber.

Chief Enginger Mcintosh and M.
Alexander Hartwell, of Hoston, took
conuoriable ==nta In thy oorier (0 wa-
Joy Jjust one more game of chess ana
the latter pressed the button and called
the boy: “Please bring the chess-
board” he =ald,

“Velly golly,” was the Celestinl's an-
swer, “ahip chess-board go makee
bieak, m'pose you wantchlse, my ean
1le gottes velly
nice plece, all ivoly.”

“All right. bring 1t along."

The boy reappeared in a few mo-
ments with a large and handsome board
of Inlaid ivory 'and & box containing
an exquisitely carved set of chess-men
of the same Mmaterial. The Chief and
the passenger played until elght beils
announced the midnight hour and then
rang for the boy to return the com-
pradore’s board,

“Compladore go sleepes just now,”
wns the announcement; *“he talkee you
can puttes that bonrd your tlunk side,
he boy come hotel catchee to-mollow,
can do.”

Mr. Hartwell was qulte agreeabls to
the suggestion. Packing the chess-men
carefully away he took them to the
hotel in the momning and, sure enough,
the smoking-room boy galled for them
at noon.

Now all this would have been quite
natural and beyond a possibility of ul-
terior motive If the Chief, who was
tiMning with Mr. Hartwell, hadn't hap-
pened 1o remark: *“That's twenty trips
I've mads with that boy and every
blessed time he lends that fvory board
t0 some pussenger and caomes to tho
hotel to et it the next day—I1 suppose
they giye him a handsome sumshaw
(or tlp) for the use of It"

Nobody In particular noticed the
Chinese gentleman who had followed
the engineer ashore and who now eat
at the mnext table to him and noted
everything he sald—why should any-
body? He was apparently just an or-
dinary visitor, and there dldn't seem
to be anything out of the way in his

strolling along Queen's Road—aven-if
the smoking-room boy waa just a few
paces ashead of him—or In his turning
up into z;ory Alley, or, in fact, of his
paus or moment in front of &
ter!atll;t’ I\rw‘—nhap and noting very
carefully the sign, after the boy had
entered d@nd closed the shop door be-
hind him. Why should not any Chinese
gentleman have done this?

The Hong Kong Dally News of the
following Sunday had an Interesting
article headed, 'Important Arrest of
Oplum Smueglern.” Among other
things  sald:

“Our local police, co-gperating
with Chinese detectives, unearthed
L new nest of oplum smugglers and
dealers vesterday In Ivory Alley. It
meems that the Compradore of the
8. 8. 'Mandalay’ has been in the
hablt of lending a handsoms lvory
chess-board to some foreign pase
sanger and then getting the pas-
senger to bring it ashore in his own
baggage In order to avold suspic-
ion and searching. The entire
board wag filled In between with
the cholcest Patna opi and every
ong of the chess-men was hollowed
out and fitted with a cylinder of
tin contalning the drug. Ah Wang,
ths ivory-carver, wae n confederate
of the stsamer-boy and shared the
profits with him. The rascala had
stolen the good name of Rolline &
Co. and had secret signs on thelr
shop Indleating to the habitues that
the drug could be had within. We
ars very giad that our esteemed
cltizen, Sir William - Rollihe, ‘and
hig firm have been cleared of any
complicity in the matter, and we
trust the native papers will make
this perfectly clear”

“At She same time, Sir William,” re=
marked Wang Foo, nx he accepted the
merchant's proffered gift ¢f a box of
Havanas, “I think It would be just as
wel! <n galks down that tablat naw, don'g
you?

“Which tablet®™ ;

“Why, the one where You say you
‘prepare the golden pill of Immortality,*
because, ¥ou soe, “golden pill of Im-
mortality’ {s a well-known synonym for
‘the choleest brand of oplum.* *

“What! Do you mean to tell me that
I have actually been advertising the
drug for sales in my own astore, and
right under my very nose, Sir, every
day of my life?

“Not necessarily so, 8 ;, because, you
see, thers was always the ambigulty
in the term, and good people gave you
the benefit of the douht.”

“And was It so In that {vory shop
also 7

“Ah, no; thers {t was quite different,
and thiy illustrates one of the niceties
of owur written language. You see,
some of the Chiness characters” are
written from right to left and some
from left to right. The Inltialed scholar
can instantly recognize tha character
or line that has been reversed. 'The
vory-carver had the word for pills o
written that the users of the drug
knew at once what it meant, while the
ordinary passer-by, and"—he smiled
&3 ho spolke—"and tha police supposed
It was the Inmocent tonle of Immor-
tallty. DBesldes this, you see, the play
on words and sounds between ‘tunis’
and 'aplum’ renderesd the game doubly
fascinating to the native mind, that al-_
ways takes a speclal delight in that
nort of resemblance, of which the Euro.
pean knows nothing.™

“Well, well,” sald Sir William, "aftes
all, Mr. Wang, human nature ls very
much tha sameas all the world over.
Those of us who know the ‘open
sessame’ get into the game, apd those
who don't, stay out. lsn't It so?™

*“That, 1 belleve, In gone of the things
the Master meant when he said: “The
West has its wise mon as well as we,’'*
replied the man of mystery.
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If you enter &2 house, and there Is a
row going on between husband and
wife, don’'t mix in. If you do, it will not
only be called trespass, but the husband
will give®you two black eyes and the
wife will pull your hair. -

If you threaten to put a head on a
man, he can make it smart for you.
The law does not allow a man two
heads, and, {f you give him .an. extra
one, you will havs to pay foy It. Therae
ars about ten kinds. of threats which
will cost you a fine or imprisonment.

In Massachuseits, & man who drinks
two glnsses of Is called lesally
drunk. I Missouri he can drink sevon
glassea and pass for p sober man. In
Mlinois, he can drink thirteen glasses
and sti{ll do business at the old stand.
It isn't according to the beecr, but ac-
cording to the man.

If a maz pays a llcense on his doz.
and, theraby, makes him pro . you
can be susd for assanit angd battery if
you hit that dog with o stone. Better,
before you throw stones, sgk the dog if
he is anybody's. property. TYog can
walk all gver a man's deoryard unless
he puts up a 21zn “Don’c trespass here.™
He must have a sign or it Is not tres-
poss. -

1f 3 man lends you a balky horse and
dces not teil you ahout It he can be
sued for any damage you susfaln and
“vou wlill not be liable for any damages
the horses sustains. *

- M >

I a wofhan steals five bushels of
your corn or wheat, her punishment
will only be half as much as if she were
a man. The jury will take [t into con-
gsideration that ghe spent twice as much
time in' slealing the ®tuff as a man
would have done. .

If you enter an Tman’s houss between
cunget and gunrize and steal hle watch,
+ ip called robbery In law. I you enter

!s house ten minutes afler sunset, and
w+alk off with his ticker, it i=s called
surgiary and it means three years

more imprisonment, The poor an has

IT IS THE LAWI

EVEN KINGS
MUST OBEYI
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to go and buy a dollar watch {n elther
case. .

I¢ you find a girl up yvour pear tres
pulling oft pears by the dozen. and You
shout at her to got out of that, and she
falla and breaks her arm, It is called
assault, and you will have to pay at
least as much as her doctor's blll. She ,
has no right to steal your pgars, buf
you have no right to yell at Ner,

If a man beats you oug of a dof!u.r or
| two, the law does not recognize him am
|= dead-beat. You have got to prove
| that he beat half a dozen others the
 same as he did you, and you will find
yourself mixed up In a law sult thag
will cost you at leawst fifty dollars

Do not call a doctor with the unders
standing that he must cure the patieny
to get his pay. No doctor or lawyes
is mure of anything. If they fall, yog
muat pay thelr bLills, just thy same,
and If you set out to prove Eny Aegll=
}Eence on thelr part, you will be a lifs-
| time in proving It

The law takos notice of a cow's
{horna.  If you find one In your garden
eating op your cabb and you
one 0f her horns off, you may find yours
self in jall for six mon Batter xive
her three or four Llown with a fence
rail and let her go with that

If you should buy threa gallons of
sweet milk of a man, and there should
come up a thunderstorm and r it all,
it is your loss find not his, e law
does not pretend ta know when =
thumderstorm s cominz up, or what
damage it will' do-

If your barn is ap*old barn worth
about $200, and you can get it insured
for six hundred dollars, don't think you
have got o fortune in your pocket If
the barn burns down. The insurance
company may elect te bulld you a
aew barn costing what the old barn
was worth. Alxars reafl rour Insur=
ance policles. You will find many
cuguu therein to mzke you Jjoyour
and happy.




